[A] 


[B] 


XXVII. YERUSHALM! TAANitT 3:5 


WHAT IS THE MEANING OF “PESTILENCE”’? A TOWN WHICH HAS A POPULATION OF 


FIVE HUNDRED SOLDIERS WHICH PRODUCES THREE CORPSES IN THREE 
SUCCESSIVE DAYS— LO, THIS IS [A SIGN OF THE PRESENCE OF] PESTILENCE. 
[Ir THE DEATH RATE] IS LESS THAN THIS, IT IS NOT [THE SIGN OF THE 
PRESENCE OF | PESTILENCE. 


I:1: Said R. Levi, “It is written, ‘The Lord will make the pestilence 
cleave to you [until he has consumed you off the land which you are 
entering to take possession of it]’ (Deut. 28:21). “This is comparable to 
a woman who sticks three loaves of bread together.” [With reference to 
M. 3:5B,] lo, in the case of a city that is bigger, does one require a 
different criterion? Let us derive the answer from the following: Even 
in the case of such a great city as Antioch, if three corpses were 
produced on three successive days, [that is a sign of pestilence] 


1:2: [As to the reference at M. 3:4A to the collapse of houses:] The 
houses of which they have spoken must to begin with be solid ones. 
But we do not take account of the collapse of dilapidated ones. 


1:3: It has been taught: As to croup, if there are any deaths at all on its 
account, they sound the shofar on its account. If not, they do not sound 
the shofar on its account [T. Ta. 2:9]. 


XXVIII. YERUSHALM! TAANIT 3:6 


ACCOUNT OF THE APPEARANCE OF THESE DO THEY SOUND THE SHOFAR IN 
EVERY LOCALE: 


1:1: Hama bar Uqba in the name of R. Yosé b. Haninah: “They sound 
the shofar when the flax in the field is threatened with ruin through 
sprouting. “What is the scriptural verse pertinent to this matter? ‘An 
appalling and horrible thing has happened in the land’” (Jer. 5:30). R. 
Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “They sound the 
shofar on account of dry heat. “What is the scriptural verse pertinent to 
this matter? ‘I go about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the 
assembly and cry for help’” (Job 30:28). 


BLASTING OR MILDEW, LOCUST OR CATERPILLAR” (1 Kes. 8:37), ‘WILD BEASTS, 


AND THE SWORD” (Lev. 26:6). [EVERYWHERE | DO THEY SOUND THE SHOFAR 
ON THEIR ACCOUNT, BECAUSE IT IS AN AFFLICTION WHICH SPREADS. 


